
                                                            CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                   Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

October 14, 2019  

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday, October 14, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Kelly Elvestad, Chair; 

Sandy Weber, Vice-Chair; Jon Juenke, Dave Nicolai and Jeff Partington, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk 

and Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also present were Becky & Al Gildner, Lani Leichty, Jason Hill, Dale 

Hallcock, Mark Wagenknecht, John Born, Mark Henry, Corey Anhalt, Mike Betzold, Gregg Rappe, and 

Kerry Hanifl. 

Chair Kelly Elvestad called the meeting to order at 7 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the agenda.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE - None 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. September 9, 2019 Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Large Assembly Permit – Christmas in the Village, Dec 7 & 8, 14 & 15, 2019 at Dakota City Heritage 

Village at Dakota County Fairgrounds 

3. Resolution 2019-08 A Resolution Adopting the 2040 Dakota County Rural Collaboration 

Comprehensive Plan Update (Resolution has been reviewed by town attorney for content) 

4. Resolution 2019-09 Resolution to Terminate the Rural Solid Waste Commission (Resolution has been 

reviewed by town attorney for content and was discussed at the Sept 19, 2019 Dakota County Officers 

Association meeting) 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the above items.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

LKQ ENGINEERING PRESENTATION - Lani Leichty, Bolton & Menk Engineer was present and shared 

findings of the LKQ engineering review.  Jason Hill, representative from the township attorney’s office, was 

also present to assist in assessing the information and possibly provide some legal opinions.    

Mr. Leichty provided maps giving an overview of the LKQ property as well as a detail drawing of the ponds.  

He indicated that when Minnesota Pollution Control agency became involved and required liners in the ponds, 

it is his understanding that LKQ was advised that the sizes of the ponds needed to be re-engineered, as the 

liners would change the capacity and prevent absorption.  There is no evidence that any engineering updates 

were made and LKQ proceeded with installing liners in the ponds as originally constructed. 

Supervisor Jeff Partington commented that it appears the original engineering designs for the project were 

most likely inadequate, and that the engineering definitely became inadequate once the liners for the ponds 

were required.  He inquired about whose responsibility it will be to enforce compliance to the MPCA 

specifications, because the MPCA representative indicated that they would not be doing any follow-up 

inspections.   

Attorney Hill explained that there is a provision in the special Ordinance for this property that the business 

(LKQ) has to comply with all applicable agencies including federal, state, county, and local.  It appears that 

the township will be responsible for following up on enforcement of the Ordinance. 

Chair Elvestad expressed concern that the holding pond on the north part of the LKQ property is part of the 

problem with overflow that is affecting the residents in the Rocky Hills Addition.  Supervisor Partington 

pointed out that some culvert modifications have been made which have made a significant difference in the 

water flow during times when there have been bigger rain events. 

Chair Elvestad addressed Mr. Leichty to ask if LKQ isn’t willing to correct the inadequacies on their property, 

what is the township’s next step.  Mr. Leichty’s opinion indicated that the new south holding pond is of 

adequate size, but needs to have a water control structure installed for times when the pond is full or 

overflowing.  He feels both the middle pond and the old existing northeast pond need to be re-engineered.  He 



also suggested that the township might consider establishing an additional holding pond on the farm property 

just east of LKQ, as there is also a lot of overflow going into the development from that field. 

It was also pointed out that the original property area now has mat and millings applied to what was previously 

sugar sand, so that surface is no longer pervious and has added to the run-off issues.  There is no documentation 

that LKQ ever submitted any application to change the surface in the old area.  At some point, there needs to 

be investigation of the property to determine if that is a violation of the special Ordinance. 

There was discussion about who is responsible to cover the cost of verifying the engineering now that the 

project is substantially complete.  Mr. Hill indicated that per the provisions of the special Ordinance, LKQ can 

be billed for that expense. 

Chair Elvestad again asked what needs to be done to find a solution to protect the Rocky Hills Addition 

residents.   

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to authorize Mr. Leichty, as township engineer 

from Bolton & Menk, to go into Rocky Hills and expand research on drainage issues in the development.  

5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Mr. Leichty was instructed to prepare a proposal to be presented at the next Board of Supervisors meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  - None 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

The monthly Planning Commission meeting was held on September 23, 2019.  The following items were 

reviewed: 

• Ag-zoned building application, 40’ x 40’ 3-sided cattle shed, Art Alexon, 3861 240th St W 

• Accessory building application, 48’ x 96’ pole building, Kerry Hanifl, 3891 275th St 

• Accessory building application, 48’ x 60’ accessory building, Corey Anhalt, 27460 Denmark Ave 

• Building permit application for addition to house and remodel – Mike Betzold, 1797 270th St E.   

Use, location, and setbacks were reviewed.  All were recommended for approval to the Board of Supervisors. 

In addition, Melony Steber was present and had a question about building rights for the property at 2130 230th 

St.  She actually had several parcels that she had inquired about regarding buildable sites, which Township 

Clerk Barbara Lang had provided explanations for via e-mail.  Chairman Partington explained the current 

moratorium on building rights transfers and a short explanation on how flood plain and wetlands affect 

building rights. He indicated he would share this information with the Board of Supervisors at their next 

meeting. 

REVIEW / APPROVE  

• Ag-zoned building application, 40’ x 40’ 3-sided cattle shed, Art Alexon, 3861 240th St W 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to approve this ag-zoned building permit.        

5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Accessory building application, 48’ x 96’ pole building, Kerry Hanifl, 3891 275th St 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve this accessory building permit.      

5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Accessory building application, 48’ x 60’ accessory building, Corey Anhalt, 27460 Denmark Ave 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to approve this accessory building permit.     

5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Building permit application for addition to house and remodel – Mike Betzold, 1797 270th St E 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve this building permit application.    

5 ayes. Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Rocky Hills Park – rain gauge has been placed.  There was discussion about who is monitoring and 

recording the information.  Supervisor Partington volunteered to check the gauge going forward. 

• Report on Dakota County Township Officer Association Meeting – Supervisor Sandy Weber gave a 

summary of the topics that were included on the meeting agenda, as no one else from the township 

attended this meeting. 



• Supervisor Weber also reported on meeting with Dakota County Environmental Resources and 

Hallcocks regarding tiling system and tie-in to the proposed nitrate reduction area.  They were informed 

that no changes will be made to the way the culverts go under the intersection of Biscayne and County 

Rd 78, which would have affected the nitrogen reduction area on the township property and tying into 

Hallcock’s tiling.  Dale Hallcock was present and indicated that he had a meeting with the engineer the 

following day.  Both the County and the Hallcocks made some concessions that were agreeable, so the 

County Engineer will be communicating with Travis Theil about those changes so he can proceed with 

updating the reduction area plans. It was noted that Travis Theil will be making an updated presentation 

at the December BOS meeting. 

• Dakota County Coop Weed Management Area update – Sandy Weber gave an update. 

• Supervisor Weber also gave a summary of the Vermillion River Watershed tour that she attended on 

September 19. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Status of Buildable Review by Bolton & Menk - Clerk Barbara Lang reported that Bolton & Menk is 

working on the report.  She was instructed to contact township attorney Troy Gilchrist to find out what 

action needs to be taken by the township regarding the expiration of the temporary Moratorium on 

Building Rights Transfers 

• Update on status of new front door – Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer, reported that there was a problem 

with the new custom door for the town hall to be installed by Polzin Glass.  The door was manufactured 

to incorrect specs and has been re-ordered.  Until the new door is ready, the front entrance has been 

boarded up and we will be using the east door to access the building.  Gopher State will be making the 

repair to the asphalt by the front door entrance within the next week or two.  

• Update on status of second appraisal regarding Dakota County offer to purchase Right-of-Way for town 

hall property, Dakota County Project 78-10 – Supervisor Weber indicated that Fred Gergen will be doing 

the appraisal but he is backed up for now.  Sandy will follow-up to get an appointment set. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Discussion regarding Supervisors notifying Clerk when they will be out of town 

Chair Kelly Elvestad asked all Supervisors to notify the Clerk if they are out of town for more than a couple 

days.  It had been brought to her attention that if there is an emergency we need to make sure there would be 

a quorum of Supervisors available.  

• Discussion regarding future of Clerk/Administrative Assistant positions and preparing job 

responsibilities for the Clerk and Treasurer positions 

Chair Elvestad has concerns that there might not be enough office hours for our town hall office.  She feels 

that the township might want to look into separating Clerk duties and administrative duties and look into 

hiring an Office Assistant at some point.  Supervisor Weber indicated that the MAT online library lists the 

responsibilities of the Clerk and Treasurer.  Clerk was directed to e-mail the link for that information to the 

Supervisors so they can review.  Supervisor Partington questioned if there is an issue about township work 

not being done in a timely manner, as he has seen no evidence of that.  Chair Elvestad requested that the 

Clerk provide a summary at next month’s meeting about the daily activities that the Clerk performs. 

ROAD REPORT 

• Update on fall mowing of right-of-ways.  Mark Henry indicated that the mowing has been substantially 

completed.  There were some challenges to mow the entire right-of-way, due to the wet conditions this 

year and standing water in many ditches.  If the weather cooperates, some additional side boom mowing 

might be done this fall. 

• Review Permit Application from Wayne Hallcock and road closure on 275th St for installing drain tile 

under the road.  Mr. Henry gave an overview for this project.  It is unclear at this time if the work will 

still be done this fall or in the late spring.  Expected road closure to run the tiling under 275th street will 

be approx. ½ day.  Contractor has been advised that they need to notify Farmers Mill and Elevator and 

the appropriate schools for bus schedules prior to the road closure. 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve this Right-of-Way Permit 

Application and road closure.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 



• 2019 Road Mileage Certification for Dakota County.  Amount has not changed from the previous year. 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to accept the Certification.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

Receipts  $    3,224.87 

Current Investments $818,388.40   

Jon Juenke made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to approve the Treasurer Report.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $   3,435.16 Claim # 9633 – 9642 

Claims: $ 29,003.52 Claim # 9643 - 9662 

Total:   $ 32,438.68   

Jeff Partington made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

CLERKS REPORT 

• Dakota County Transportation Department will be holding another Open House meeting on Monday, 

November 25 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm regarding updates on the County Road 78 Project.  (Planning 

Commission meeting follows at 7 pm) 

• Overnight out of town travels for Clerk should be done for the foreseeable future.  Voice mail and e-mail 

were checked when I was gone from September 23-29.   

• Please let Clerk know if you have any further updates that should be posted on the website.   

ADJOURN 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,     

Barbara Lang (original signature on file) 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 

 

Attest: 

Kelly Elvestad   (original signature on file) 

Kelly Elvestad, Chair, Board of Supervisors 

 


